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The Ribbon Task bar

Useful functions are
all here.

(g—__a) REERC 0 Untitled - Rationale
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The visual tool for reasoning and critical
thinking.
Getting Started
Rationale™ has four main activities:
e Grouping
» Reasonin
o Analysing
« Essay Planning

The workspace

Build your maps herel

basic H

Quick §
The Building Panel

Learn
Ration

The place to explore the

el Web and drag out map
auml components and templates.
tutorial
simple rreromreroTr o TTreTesT o pTesT———
Share
Wik - view and share Rationale™ maps
Close Building Panel | [windows +||Show Al Show iap NemMapHC: & & l;)l 75% OpenTextPanel
The Text Panel
The place to locate
S your notes and export
i \ your text and essays
Tip

Hold down the mouse button
while you move the mouse if
you want to move around the
workspace.
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The visual tool for reasoning and critical thinking.

Getting Started
Rationale™ has four main activities:

+ Grouping

= Reasoning

e Analysing

e Essay Planning

CQuick Start - one page overview for basic Rationale™ | =
use.

Learn More

Rationale™ Exercises - 12 online exercise sets covering
fundamentals of reasoning and critical thinking.

Argument Mapping Tutorials - 6 online tutorials in

argument mapping. From simple introduction to
advanced topics.

Share

Wiki - view and share Rationale™ maps and related
resources.

Email group - communicate with other Rationale™
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Tip

Select a template or
box by moving the
mouse over it and
holding the mouse
button down while
you drag it onto the
workspace.

Start typing to add
some text

2
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Home = View

should be

increased to 21

The driving age } & @

Delete Delete
All

because

%

Images  Oul

D -

Undo Redo

Edit

but—

The accident rate
for people under 21
is high.

This infringes on
young people's civil
liberties.

because

[Statistics show this.]
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The driving age
should be
increased to 21.

because

The accident rate
for people under 21

is high.
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public transport should
befree
An objection is a reason nofto believe
something - it opposes the statement in the
box above it. More help
hitsses becau 3
Objection Reason1 Reasonj
Enter the point that Dear Sir / Madam,
someone ismaking
that goes against the I am writing to contend that public
position you hold. transport should be free. This is
5 contrary to the view voiced by ... The
= objection raised by supporters of this
view is that mrl reject this
claim because [Rebuttal].
howeer —
Rebuttal Supportfor Supportfor Furthermore, there are three strong
Reason1 Reason reasons to support my view that public
transport should be free. The first
reason is that [Reason 1], since [Support
for Reason 1]. In addition, this reasonis v
£ i 1 >
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Essay Preview

{Rﬁﬂl (llll"') Export... @
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[Type your title here]

[Type your name lere]

[What's the issus pou are discussing? (ive soma contaxt or background o the ssus, for
example, are pou responding fo something you have seen in the media? Explain brigfly fo
the readsr why this fsaue is tmpariant |

The guestion arises as to whether we should accept that clirate change is the most
iraportant issue of the 21st century. This essay will consider & nurber of perspectives to
determning whether to support or reject this contention, [Prowvide an overview of the main
reasons and objections fhat you will be discussing. State whether, on balance, the
position siatement should be accepfed or refected given pour considerations hat will

Jollow. J

Cine reason to accept that climate change is the most important issue of the 21st century s
the suggestion that clitmate change adversely affects the exvironment. [Explain fhis m
more dofail if necessary.J This reason is supported by the fact that clivate change
arbversely affacts the sea, land and atmosphere. [Discuss fis supporiing reason by
providing an examiple, or discussing fhe basis for the claim ] n obiection to th clim
that climate change adversely affects the exvironment is that the exvironment is dble to
reaclily adapt to climate changes. { Disorss pour evaluation af this objection, for example,
is i @ séromg or weak oljection or does 1 provide no basis for refecting Rewson 17
Pinally, evaluate ihe first reasen fo determie whether on balance, i provides a good
reason fo support the postiion. This will depend on how strong or weal pou think the
supporfing reazon and objection is.f

Another reason to believe that climate change is the most irportant issue of the 21st
century is that a continued rate of global waring cannot sustain human life. This is
based on the idea that global wanning adverse by affects the food chain. [Fxplain #is i
more dofail if necessary and consider pour eveluation of this supporting reason. J
HMonetheless, the opposing view that humans are able to adapt to global warming provides
an interesting perspective to considsr, [Fxplaim this i more detail J On balance, it seets

more reasonshls to [scoept f reject] (deleis whichever is nof applicable] this mason
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Position: Public transport should be free.

1. But Objection: It would be too costly. Bea

Simpson. The Age
L Rebuttal: The costs would be
offset by savings from road infrastructure. RACV

Objection Reason 1 Reason 2
Itwould be too Itwould be et
costly. beneficial for the  —

Ben Simpson, The Age

environment

2. Because: Reason 1. It would be beneficial for
the environment.
1. Because: Support for Reason 1: It would
seduce the mumber of cars on the road
2. Because: Support for Reason 1:

houewer — because because B Riasond:
Rebuttal Supportfor Supportfor
Reason1 Reason1 4. Because: Reason 3;

The costs would be
offset by savings
from road
infrastructure

RACY Report Jan 0%

Itwould reduce the
nurmber of cars on
the road

s | s an v 1[G B

1. Because: Support for Reason 3:
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